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Message 
      from the dean

Welcome to this fall 2010 issue of the Findings publication from the College of Education at Illinois 
State University. It is once again our privilege to share this publication with our friends and colleagues 
across the nations. We sincerely hope you will find that the work of our faculty scholars highlighted in 
this issue represents an interesting selection of studies that contribute 
to a broader understanding of teaching and learning.  

The topics in this issue touch upon the exploration of learning 
communities, urban school field experiences, special education assis-
tive technology, unusual pedagogical tools, and a comparative study 
of science curricula. These abstracts scratch the surface of major 
works, and you will likely find it beneficial to seek out the expanded 
descriptions of these studies referenced for you in each article. These 
researchers are engaged in significant work that helps us address some 
of the recurring questions we regularly ponder about educational prac-
tice. I can highly recommend them all.

In addition it is my pleasure at this time each year to introduce 
our new faculty who will be joining our staff this fall. We consider 
ourselves to be exceedingly fortunate to welcome this wonderful group 
of new colleagues to Illinois State University. They are our future and 
we are delighted that they have chosen to come to this celebrated  
college to share their talents with our students and educational com-
munity. I am confident that you will be as impressed as I am with 
their outstanding qualifications. 

Please enjoy your review of these research abstracts and new fac-
ulty profiles. We would greatly appreciate hearing any comments you 
might like to forward to us regarding your thoughts about the features 
in this publication. This type of feedback helps us advance our mis-
sion to produce high quality inquiry and analysis that informs the field. Through this work the  
College of Education at Illinois State University continues to strive to STATE our commitment  
to enhancing the meaningful work of teachers, leaders, and educational researchers throughout the 
country and across the globe.   



Abstract

Through the participation in professional learning com-
munities, teachers can reinvigorate their teaching careers. 
Support systems like the National Writing Project allow 
teachers to build upon their own strengths, as well as 
learn from others across all grade levels and disciplines. 
While more traditional professional development options 
often consist of one-day workshops, professional learning 
communities continue to push members to grow as learn-
ers and educators, ultimately impacting student learning. 
These communities can provide a model for teachers to 
use in their own classrooms, providing tools to unlock 
student potential, as well as teacher potential.

Citation

Seglem, R. (2009). Creating a circle of learning: Teachers 
taking ownership through professional communities. 
Voices from the middle, 16(4), 32-37.

Creating a circle of learning: Teachers taking  
ownership through professional communities

Biography

Robyn Seglem, 
Ph.D., is an assis-
tant professor of 
curriculum and 
instruction, literacy, 
and secondary edu-
cation.
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Moving teaching education in urban schools  
and communities

Abstract

This paper presents findings from one university’s grant-
supported work to infuse teacher education courses 
with new contents, guided discourse, and diverse field 
experiences focused on urban teacher preparation (UTP). 
Survey results indicated that students’ intentions to 
teach in an urban setting increased during the semester 
in which they participated in a redesigned UTP course. 
Furthermore, students who participated in an urban field 
experience as part of that course indicated more positive 
growth in urban education perceptions than their non-
participating classmates did. Finally, respondents’ inten-
tions to teach in an urban setting correlated positively 
with their urban education perceptions, attitudes toward 
multiculturalism, and exposure to such a setting. 
These findings suggest that urban field-based experiences 
are a vital part of teacher preparation programs, especially 
when preparing candidates for cultural contexts differ-
ent from their own. The authors conclude that efforts 
to redesign courses taken by teacher education students 
should continue at the host institution and be replicated 
elsewhere, become even more theoretically informed 
and practically situated, and be studied qualitatively and 
longitudinally in addition to continuing the quantitative 
approach reported here. The research context and impli-
cations of these findings for teacher education program-
ming are discussed in the full article.

Citation 

Lee, R. E., Eckrich, L. T., Lackey, C., & Showalter, 
B. D. (Summer, 2010). Pre-service teacher pathways 
to urban teaching: A partnership model for nurturing 
community-based urban teacher preparation. Teacher 
Education Quarterly, Special Issue on “Moving Teaching 
Education in Urban Schools and Communities,” Volume 
37, Number 3.

Other works

Lee, R. E., & Eckrich, L. T. (April, 2010). University 
course redesign for urban teacher preparation. Paper pre-
sented at SIG-Urban Learning, Teaching, and Research; 
the Annual Meeting of American Educational Research 
Association (AERA), Denver, Colorado. 

Biography

Robert Lee, Ph.D., 
is the director of the 
Chicago Teacher 
Pipeline project.

Lucille Echrich, Ph.D., 
is an associate professor 
of educational adminis-
tration and foundations, 
social foundations, and 
ethics.

Brent Showalter, M.S. 
is a research associ-
ate with the Chicago 
Teacher Pipeline  
project.

Michie, G., Lee, R. E., Guzman, A., Perez, E., Smith, K., 
& Graef, K.  (February, 2010). Beyond the course catalog: 
Partnering to explore community contexts with urban student 
teachers. Association of Teacher Educators, Chicago, IL. 

Lee, R. E., Creasey, G., & Curtis, D. (January, 2010). 
Urban teacher preparation: Past, present and future direc-
tions for campus-wide sustainability. 10th Annual Teaching 
and Learning Symposium, Sustainable Teaching, Learning, 
and Living.  Center for Teaching, Learning, and 
Technology, Normal, IL. 
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Abstract

This study investigated the use of assistive technology by 
students in the United States who are visually impaired 
through a secondary analysis of a nationally representa-
tive database. It was found that the majority of students 
were not using assistive technology. Implications for 
interventions and potential changes in policy or practice 
are discussed.

Citation

Kelly, S. M. (2009). Use of assistive technology by stu-
dents with visual impairments: Findings from a national 
survey. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 103, 
470-480.

Other works

Richert, M., LeMoine, B., Kelly, S. M., & Ferrell, K. 
(2009). Appendix A: It’s the law: Q&A about assis-
tive technology and special education. In Presley, I. & 
D’Andrea, F.M., Assistive technology for students who are 
blind or visually impaired: A guide to assessment (pp. 408-
415). New York, NY: AFB Press.

Use of assistive technology by students  
with visual impairments: Findings from a 
national survey

Biography

Stacy Kelly, Ed.D.,  
is an assistant profes-
sor of special educa-
tion, low vision and 
blindness.

Kelly, S. M., & Smith, T. J. (2008). The digital social 
interactions of students with visual impairments: Findings 
from two national surveys. Journal of Visual Impairment 
& Blindness, 102, 528-539.

McDonough, H., Sticken, E., & Haack, S. M. (2006). 
The expanded core curriculum for students who are visu-
ally impaired. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 
100, 596-598.
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Abstract

This quasi-experimental study investigated the influ-
ence on student engagement and performance, as well as 
student perceptions, of using clickers as an educational 
tool in a graduate-level course. Participants comprised 
of students enrolled in two sections of an introductory 
graduate-level research methods and statistics course 
taught by the same instructor. Both sections had similar 
course content and materials. Students in one of the 
classes were assigned to the experimental condition, using 
clickers in addition to other pedagogical strategies for 
instructional delivery. The majority of students who used 
clickers approved of them as a pedagogical tool, but one 
objected to their use in a graduate-level course. In addi-
tion, students indicated that the class discussion and peer 
and instructor explanations that occurred with clicker 
use were important in fostering student learning. Finally, 
the findings suggest that on the average, the students in 
the experimental section using clickers performed better 
on the final examination than did students in the control 
group section.

Citation

Kyei-Blankson, L. (2009). Enhancing student learn-
ing in a graduate Research Methods and Statistics 
course with clickers. EDUCAUSE Quarterly, 32 (4). 
http://www.educause.edu/EDUCAUSE+Quarterly/
EDUCAUSEQuarterlyMagazineVolum/
EnhancingStudentLearninginaGra/192963

Other works

Kyei-Blankson, L., Blankson, J., & Boateng, B. (2008). 
Student Evaluation of Faculty Use of Technology and 
Its Implication for Technology Integration in Higher 
Education. In C. Crawford et al. (Eds.), Proceedings of 
Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education 
International Conference (pp. 1126-1131). Chesapeake, 
VA: AACE. 
 
Kyei-Blankson, L., Keengwe, J., & Blankson, J. (2009). 
Faculty use and integration of technology in higher edu-
cation. Association for the Advancement of Computing in 
Education Journal, 17(3), 199-213.

Enhancing student learning in a graduate  
research and statistics course with clickers

Biography

Lydia Kyei-Blankson, 
Ph.D., is an assistant 
professor of educa-
tional administration 
and foundations, 
research methods, 
and statistics.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the inquiry 
activities included in the contemporary high school earth 
science curricula across the nations by using inquiry 
methodologies, such as logical inference methodology, 
hermeneutic methodology, and historical methodology to 
see how they reflected the unique characteristics of earth 
science inquiry methodology and how they provided 
students with opportunities to develop their scientific 
reasoning skills in earth science as well. In particular, this 
study provided an important niche to compare the earth 
science curriculum between Korea and the United States 
and to establish a scope and sequence that is desirable 
to any of the extant earth science curricula. Two of the 
most used curricular of Korea and the U.S. were selected 
for analysis. Each of the inquiry tasks by the unit of sen-
tence (i.e., one complete sentence including a question) 
was coded into three inquiry methods by two expert 
raters. The agreement was 91.9 percent between the two 
raters. Findings indicated that the use of the hermeneutic 
method in both curriculums was similar. The forestruc-
tures of understanding was incorporated overwhelmingly 
in both curriculums because students needed to have pre-
conceptions, foresights, and fore-having to perform most 
of the inquiry activities. The historical nature of human 
understanding was rarely used in both curriculums 
and even less in the U.S. textbook. In the logical infer-
ence method, the inductive method was incorporated 
most often in the Korean curriculum because a large 
proportion of inquiry tasks asked students to discover a 
tendency or identify a generalized principle after compar-
ing and classifying through the activities of exploring or 
interpreting data. The abductive method was used a little 
more than the inductive method in the U.S. curriculum, 
and many activities asked students to explain a phenom-
enon based on the realized similarity between models 
and actual natural phenomena. The deductive method 
was rarely used in both curriculums. When researchers 
agreed that the abductive method represents the features 
of earth science inquiry methodology well, inquiry activi-
ties in the U.S. curriculum provided students with more 
opportunities to learn earth scientific reasoning than in 
the Korean curriculum. This study concluded that the 
features of earth science inquiry methodology were more 
incorporated in the Korean curriculum than in U.S. 
curriculum in terms of its variety and entirety and the 
inquiry activities.

An analysis of earth science curriculum  
using earth science inquiry methodology  
in different countries

Citation

Park, D., Park, M., & Lee, R. E. (2010).  An analysis 
of earth science curriculum using inquiry methodology 
in different countries. Paper presented at SIG-Science 
Teaching and Learning, the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association (AERA), 
Denver, CO. 

Other works

Park, D., & Furuya, K. (2009). A comparative analysis 
of a standards-based curriculum and traditional textbooks 
in high school earth science among the U.S., Korea, and 
Japan. Paper presented at the 13th Biennial Conference 
for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI), 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Park, M., Park, D., & Lee, R. E. (2009). A comparative 
analysis of Earth science curriculum using inquiry meth-
odology between Korean and the U.S. textbooks. Eurasia 
Journal of Mathematics, Science & Technology Education, 
5(2), 395-411. 

Park, D. (2006). Curriculum reform movement in 
the U.S.—Science Education. Paper presented at the 
1st Pacific Rim Conference on Education, Hokkaido 
University of Education, Hokkaido, Japan.  

Biography

Do-Yong Park, Ph.D., is 
an associate professor of 
curriculum and instruc-
tion, science education. 

Robert Lee, Ph.D., is the 
director of the Chicago 
Teacher Pipeline project.
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Yojanna Cuenca-Sanchez, special education

Ph.D. in special education, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia 

M.Ed. in curriculum and instruction, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia

B.A. in special education, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

Research interests: Writing instruction for adolescents with emotional and behavioral disorders, 
strategy instruction, and teaching self-determination skills to students with disabilities.

Karen H. Douglas, special education

Ph.D. in special education, The University of Georgia

M.Ed. in special education—mental retardation, The University of Georgia

B.S. in integrated science and technology, James Madison University

Research interests: Furthering the literacy and functional living skills of students with moderate 
to severe intellectual disabilities through the use of technology.

April L. Mustian, special education

Ph.D. in special education, The University of North Carolina at Charlotte

M.A. in special education—general curriculum K-12, The University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte

B.A. in psychology and exercise and sport science, The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill

Research interests: Academic and behavioral interventions for students with mild to moderate 
disabilities, applied behavior analysis, positive behavior support, and secondary transition.

Brian Horn, curriculum and instruction

Ph.D. in teacher education, Michigan State University

M.Ed. in administration, planning and social policy, Harvard Graduate School of 
Education

B.S.E. in elementary education, early childhood education, Emporia State University

Research interests: The critical literacy practices of teachers and students, particularly in urban 
elementary contexts, towards social justice ends.

Terry Husband, curriculum and instruction

Ph.D. in early childhood education, multicultural education and urban education,  
The Ohio State University

M.A. in early and middle childhood education, The Ohio State University     

B.S. in elementary education (1–8 elementary education), Cleveland State University

Research interests: Urban early childhood language arts instruction; literacy achievement 
among African American boys; and critical literacy in early childhood settings.

Paula McAvoy, educational administration and foundations

Ph.D. in philosophy of education, University of Wisconsin–Madison

M.A. in philosophy of education, University of Wisconsin–Madison

B.A. in international relations, University of California–Davis

Research interests: Multiculturalism and public schools (specifically requests for cultural and 
religious accommodation) and the ethics of teaching. 
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